Burial Office for a Beloved Animal

Opening anthem  (Revelation 5.11-14:)

Leader:

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that are in them, singing,

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!”  And the elders fell down and worshiped.  

Leader: God be with you.

People: And also with you.

God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day N’s beloved animal companion A.  We thank you for giving her to  N. and to us to be a friend and an abundant source of love, affection, and joy on N’s journey in this life.  In your compassion, comfort us who grieve.  Give us faith to commit this beloved creature to your care, and hear our hope that we all may one day be reunited with our animals in the heavenly places, where you live and reign for ever and ever.  Amen.
Psalm 104:24,28b-30.

   O Lord, how manifold are your works!

   In wisdom you have made them all;

   the earth is full of your creatures.

   When you open your hand

   they are filled with good things.

   When you hide your face, they are dismayed;

   when you take away their breath

   they die and return to their dust.

   When you send forth your Spirit, they are created

   and you renew the face of the ground.

Reading: Tobit 5.21-6.2a

A Song of Creation       The Earth and its Creatures

Let the earth glorify the Lord 


praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills,

and all that grows upon the earth,


praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams,


O whales and all that move in the waters.

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord,


praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, 


and all you flocks and herds 

[and all you cats and dogs].

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, 


praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

[Other suitable readings might include: Isaiah 11:6-9; Job 12:7-10; Psalm 104:1,21-23,28-31; Psalm 145:14-22; Romans 8:19-25; Matthew 10:27-31; Mark 16:14-15; Revelation 4:1-2,6b-7,9-11,5:5.]

Prayers of the People:

Gracious God, you have given to many of us the responsibility and blessing of caring for animals during their earthly life.  If in any way we have failed in that responsibility, we ask for your pardon, and trust in your mercy;  in your goodness,

  Blessed Creator, hear our prayer.

[and when appropriate, this bidding may be used]
God our Wisdom, bring your peace to N. in whose hands the decision to end the suffering of A. was placed; give N. and all of us hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God; in your goodness,

Blessed Creator, hear our prayer.
Creator of all, you gave us the rainbow as the sign of your everlasting covenant with every living creature:  help us to trust in your covenant of faithfulness to A., a part of your beloved creation; in your goodness,
Blessed Creator, hear our prayer.

Loving God, you brought this beloved animal into the life of N. [and N.] to share kindness, joy, and faithful companionship: receive our thanks and praise for the community between your animals and your people and all the ways we bless each other’s lives; in your goodness,

Blessed Creator, hear our prayer.

Holy God, we pray for N., for the companion she has lost, and for all pets, animal companions, and all the animals of the earth, for the wisdom to preserve their dwelling places, heal their diseases, relieve their suffering, and respect their place in the world, in your goodness,

Blessed Creator, hear our prayer.

A period of silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer may be said.

If a burial is to take place, the remains are now placed in the grave and the mourners may cast earth over them, or fill in the grave completely; or cremated remains may be scattered or buried,  after the leader offers this prayer:

We return the remains of A. to the earth and entrust her to your everlasting lovingkindness; for you care for us and all that you have made, and your mercy is over all your works, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Leader continues

Lord of all Creation, you love everything that you have made.  We pray to you for A. and for all those animal companions whom we love but see no longer. Hold them in your wisdom and love. Ease the grief of those who mourn. Receive our thanks for the joyful memories of A. Widen our hearts to receive those animals that will yet need our care, and give us generous and kind hearts toward all your creatures, through Jesus our Redeemer and Friend who said, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” Amen.

Leader: 
Alleluia.  Christ is risen.

People:
The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.
Leader:
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People:
Thanks be to God.

**

When appropriate, this confession may be inserted at the start of the prayers, followed by the absolution (BCP 353)


God of compassion, have mercy upon us; bring healing to our relationship with all your creation. Forgive us for our mistreatment and neglect of the creatures with whom we share your earth, for what we have done to harm them, and for what we have left undone to help them; we are truly sorry and fully repent, and we ask you to fill us with your Spirit, that we may care for one another, and for all your creatures, according to your will and in the fullness of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

