Prayers suitable for use in church or for other gatherings, at the adoption,  illness or death of Companion, Service, or other Beloved Animals

At the adoption of an animal

God whose nature and whose name is Love:

We thank you for new relationship between N. [and N.] and this animal A. 

Let  their home be filled with kindness and care; let them be the delight of one another’ hearts; and watch over and keep them from this day forward in safety and peace, for your name’s sake. Amen.

For a lost or missing animal

Good Shepherd, whose eye is upon each creature, who never slumbers nor sleeps: hear our prayers for N. and for her lost animal A. Calm their anxiety by the grace of your Holy Spirit, protect and keep them, and bring them to the time of reunion. Amen.

For an infirm animal

God whose compassion and mercy are over all your works:

Hear our prayers for this creature of yours in its infirmity; free it from suffering and from fear; bring it healing and repose according to your will; and comfort the hearts of those burdened with anxiety for it’s well-being [especially N. and N.]; we pray through your Beloved Child Jesus and by the power of your Spirit. Amen.

For one whose beloved animal has died

God the refuge and strength of those who mourn:

hear our prayers for N. and N. who grieve the death of their beloved animal A. Bring solace in loneliness, peace in distress, and comfort in remembering; and lift their hearts in thanksgiving for the gift of companionship they have known. Be near to all who have mourned the loss of dear animals we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

At the euthanizing of an infirm animal

God whose wisdom is over all your works:

be with us as we act to end the suffering of this creature [A.] of yours entrusted to our care. Our power to heal has reached its end, and so we put our trust in your mercy and love to gather up all that is broken and lost into your sacred heart, we pray through the kindness of Christ and the grace of your Holy Spirit. Amen.

For the suffering of animals during warfare

Eternal God, the Comfort and Peace of all your creatures:

Hear our prayers for all animals that are suffering in times of war: for those that bear burdens, those that serve as food, those that detect mines, those that search for the missing and the dead, and for wild creatures in the path of war’s destruction; may the divine assistance be with them according to their need; and may our swords be beaten into plowshares and our hearts made clement toward animals of every kind, for they are yours, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

At the Burial of a Farm Animal

Most gracious, good Lord, we are the people of your pasture and the 

sheep of your hand: We thank you for placing us among the beasts of the 

field and allowing us to care for them and to receive from them food and 

clothing to meet our necessities. We grieve this day the death of A__., 

and we return to you a creature of your own making, one who served as an 

effective sign of the generosity of your love for us; through Jesus 

Christ our Good Shepherd, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

At the Death of a Wild Animal

Almighty God, who makes the beasts of the wild move in beauty and show 

forth the glory of your Name: we grieve the death of this creature, in 

whose living and dying the power of your Spirit was made manifest. We reverence the loss of that which was never ours to claim but only to behold with wonder; through Jesus Christ our 

Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

