Prayers of the People on the theme of Water

There may be silence between the petitions, or a seasonally appropriate response may be added.
Creating God, the water you called into being is at the heart of all that lives.  We pray for the many ways water affects our lives and the life of the world around us.

I ask your prayers for all people of faith, and for the transformations in their lives marked by water: at the Red Sea, in the Jordan and the Ganges, in the ritual bath, in the washing of feet, in Baptism.

I ask your prayers for the leaders of nations, corporations, and communities around the world who steward the gift of water, so that all people may have clean water to drink and be free from water-borne diseases.  

I ask your prayers for the wisdom to shape creative solutions to conflict over water in the dry places of our planet, and for peace in desert lands.  

I ask your prayers for the oceans, seas, rivers, lakes, watersheds, streams, ponds, deltas, marshes and swamps of our planet, and for creatures that live in them.

I ask your prayers for all who travel or work at sea or on inland waterways.  

I ask your prayers for all who have suffered from too much water, from the destruction of flood, storm, tsunami and ice.      

I ask your prayers that all who thirst - for water, for health, for love, for wisdom, for God - that their cups may be filled to overflowing.  

I ask your prayers for all who have died, and for all who mourn, that their tears of grief may be turned to wellsprings of joy.  

Collect:

Blessed God, in your wisdom you uphold creation and restore it again and again.   Help us to see all water as holy water, and all our concerns as bathed in the living water you give us.   We ask this in the name of Jesus the Christ.   Amen.
