A Rogation Day Procession and Liturgy 

The Rogation Days are traditionally observed on the Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday before Ascension Day. They may, however, be observed on other days, depending on local conditions and the convenience of the congregation. Anciently, the observance consisted of an outdoor procession that culminated in a special celebration of the Eucharist. Prayers might be offered for the city, the neighborhood, all who labor, the fruitfulness of the land and waters, and  for deliverance in time of war, disaster, or epidemic disease. The term from which this observance is drawn is the Latin rogare meaning ‘to ask’. Stations suitable for the procession may be selected, adapted, and ordered according to local circumstances. 

The Rogation Procession

The congregation gathers at a convenient place and may sing a hymn. During the movement from place to place to preserve the solemnity of the procession, it is desirable for the people to refrain from conversation and to join in hymns, litanies said or sung, bells, instrumental music, or silence. At the stations the presider may cense or sprinkle the place. 

Suitable litanies include Psalm 103 with the refrain “Bless the Lord, O my soul”, Psalm 104 with the refrain “Halleluia!”, the Venite (Psalm 95:1-7), Canticle D (A Song of the Wilderness, Isaiah 35:1-7, 10), and Canticle O (A Song of the Heavenly City, Revelation 21:22-26, 22:1-4). The Great Litany might be used. Several of these may be found in contemporary language in Enriching Our Worship I, 1979. The Presider may assign lay persons to read the prayers.

Presider: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.

People: Glory to God for ever and ever.

Presider:

Almighty God, Lord of heaven and earth: we humbly pray that your gracious providence may give and preserve for the good of all creatures the harvests of the land and of the seas, that those who receive good things from your hand may always give you thanks and praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

People: Amen.

Deacon (says or sings): Let us go forth in peace.

People: In the name of Christ, Amen.

A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

Station - at a place of work

First reading. Romans 8:18-25   or Ecclesiasticus 38:27-32a

Presider: Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ in his earthly life shared our toil and hallowed our labor: Be present with your people where they work; make those who carry on the industries and commerce of this land responsive to your will; and bring all workers satisfaction in what they do and a just return for their labor; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen.

A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

Station: At a garden or park

Reading: Mark 4:26-32

Presider: Let us pray.

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the fruitfulness of the earth that nourishes our life and the life of all your creatures: bless those who work in fields and gardens; send them seasonable and temperate weather; and grant that the fruits of the earth may be shared justly with all having need of them; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

Station: At agricultural land or a farmer’s market

Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:8-12 or John 4:35-38

Presider: Let us pray.

Holy God, we thank you for the land and its soil, and all those who bring forth food and necessities of life from it; send an abundant harvest to the farmers and ranchers of the world and keep all your people mindful of the needs of your poor and just, loving, and generous in their life together, after the example of Jesus Christ the true Bread. Amen.

A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

Station - for scientists, explorers, teachers, and learners

Reading: The Benedicite (Canticle 12, A Song of Creation, BCP 88-90) may be said or sung

Presider: Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with its marvelous order and chaos, its atoms, worlds, and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures. We give you thanks for all who increase knowledge of and wonder at your works. Grant that as we explore the mysteries of your creation, we may come to know you more truly and serve you more humbly; in the name of Jesus Christ our Risen Savior. Amen. 

A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

Station: At a place of food service

Reading: Mark 6:35-44
Presider: Let us pray.

Merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every creature: make us always thankful for your loving providence and grant that we, remembering the account that we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns one God for ever and ever. Amen.

A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

Station- for waters and those whose work depends on them

Reading: Isaiah 41:17-20

Presider: Let us pray.

God whose Spirit moved over the deep at its creation, and whose Son Jesus entered the waters of baptism and hallowed them for ever: we thank you for the gift of water - the waters on the surface of the earth, the waters beneath the ground, the water in our atmosphere, the water in our bodies, the seas, and all that dwells in the waters; make us mindful of the care of all the planet’s waters that they may richly sustain life for us and for those who will come after us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Station at a Memorial garden or cemetery

Reading: Job 14:1-14  or Matthew 27:57-61, 28:1-8

Presider: Let us pray.

Blessed God, because of your faithful love we do not perish for ever, for your mercies never end but are new every morning; bring all your beloved ones who sleep in the earth into the joy of your eternal presence [especially___]; renew the face of the ground by your life-giving Spirit; and bring healing and hope to all that lives through your child, our Savior Jesus Christ and for your tender mercy’s sake. Amen.

A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

Station for the air, winds, and all that flies

Reading: Job 28:20-23  or Psalm 18:1-19

Presider: Let us pray.

Creator God, who divided heaven from earth by a firmament so that living things might flourish by your word and holy breath; we give thanks for the atmosphere and its cycles of renewal by plants and animals of the planet;

teach us to cherish the air we breathe as a your gift to all life, worthy to be kept clean and healthful for the good of all; we pray in the Name of Jesus whom even the winds and seas obeyed. Amen.

A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

Station: for those working at a place of government

Reading: Psalm 67:1-5 or Isaiah 32:1-8

Presider: Let us pray.

God our Governor, we pray for all those who labor to govern this nation and every nation, town, and county; send upon them the spirit of wisdom, charity, and justice, and give them steadfast purpose to serve the commonweal of all your earth; this we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, our advocate and merciful and righteous Judge. Amen

A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.
Station: for a place of healing

Reading: Matthew 8:14-15

Presider: Let us pray.

Merciful God whose Son Jesus healed many who were sick as a sign of your reign come near: we commend to your care all who suffer, and those who care for them; lend skill to health and veterinary workers here and everywhere by your grace, and bring comfort to those in need, that all may know your power and goodness. and rise up to serve you, in the strength of your Holy Spirit. Amen.

A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

Station: for Public Safety Workers and those in Military Service

Reading: Jeremiah 29:7 

Presider: Let us pray.

God our Strength and Shield: protect and defend all who seek the welfare of this city and country and do not count the cost to themselves as they labor for others; grant that peace may increase and warfare and violence come to an end; let your people dwell in harmony with each other and with all creation, through our Savior Jesus Christ who said, “My peace I leave with you,” and by your Holy Spirit in whom our hearts dwell in your peace. Amen. 
A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

Station: At a place where trash, compost, or recycling is handled

Reading: Luke 13:6-9

Presider: Let us pray.

Redeeming God: Bless this place that it may be to us a sign of your will and power to renew your creation and your calling to us to work in concert with you for the care of the earth; as your apostle taught that “if anyone is in Christ there is a new creation”, strengthen us as ministers of your new creation in all places and at all times, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  Amen. 
A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.
Station: At a place of worship

Reading: Luke 2:41-49

Presider: Let us pray.

Holy God, you give your people a longing to seek after you and know you, and an appreciation for the mysteries of creation. You stir up reverent curiosity among people of many faiths, and even in the minds of unbelievers; may your many names be blessed wherever people see you present, and may all come to love kindness, do justice, and walk in humility with you; we ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
A hymn, litany or silence for the procession follows.

 The Procession returns to the Church where a celebration of the Holy Eucharist may follow.

Collect of the Day

O God from whom all good proceeds: you established your covenant with all creation, and bade it be just, free, and fruitful according to your will; guide all your people by your wisdom to walk upon the earth in righteousness and peace, and to honor you in our kinship with all your creatures; through our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God to the ages of ages. Amen. 

or

O heavenly Father, you have filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to recognize your gracious hand in all your works; that rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve you with gladness; for the sake of the one through whom all things were made, Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.
or

The Gathering Prayer 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit within your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the Center of this Sacred Circle through which all of creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are God, now and forever. Amen.

At the Eucharist

Readings for the Eucharist: (may be those of the day if on a Sunday, or:)

Ezekiel 34:25-31 or Deuteronomy 11:10-15

Psalm 107:1-9

1 Corinthians 3:10-14

Matthew 6:19-24 or Mark 4:26-32

The threefold blessing for the Easter Season (BOS 24) may be used.

A proper preface for Rogation Day:

Because in the mystery of Christ’s incarnation you have gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, calling your people to be ministers of his reconciliation and to go into all the world and proclaim the Good News to the whole creation; 
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