A Morning Prayer Service In Thanksgiving for Creation

and in honor of the Feast of St. Francis, with the blessing of animals

An entrance hymn may be sung.

Presider: Blessed be the God of all creation

People:   And blessed be God’s holy Name for ever and ever.

  or

Presider:   Blessed be God, Creator, Word and Spirit;

People:   Who brings all things into being and calls them good.
Presider: 
Bless your Creator all animals of the land. 

People: 
Let us praise and exalt our Creator together. 

Presider: 
Bless your Creator, all birds of the air. 

People: 
Let us praise and exalt our Creator together. 

Presider: 
Bless your Creator, all creatures of the sea. 

People: 
Let us praise and exalt our Creator together. 

Presider: 
Bless your Creator, all children of God. 

People: 
Let us praise and exalt our Creator together.

Presider
The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Presider 
Let us pray:

                Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to

                renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of

                blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation

    with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

    reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen
First Reading

Psalm 102:10-25
Read responsively.
10 
You, Lord God, send the springs into the valleys; *


they flow between the mountains.
11 
      All the beasts of the field drink their fill from them, *

and the wild asses quench their thirst.
12 
Beside them the birds of the air make their nests *

and sing among the branches.
13 
You water the mountains from your dwelling on high; *


the earth is fully satisfied by the fruit of your works.
14 
You make grass grow for flocks and herds *


and plants to serve humankind;
15 
That they may bring forth food from the earth, *


and wine to gladden our hearts,
16 
Oil to make a cheerful countenance, *

and bread to strengthen the heart.
17 
The trees of the LORD are full of sap, *
            the cedars of Lebanon which God planted,
18 
In which the birds build their nests, *
            and in whose tops the stork makes a dwelling.
19 
The high hills are a refuge for the mountain goats, *

 and the stony cliffs for the rock badgers.

20 
You appointed the moon to mark the seasons, *

             and the sun knows the time of its setting.
21         You make darkness that it may be night, *

             in which all the beasts of the forest prowl.
22         The lions roar after their prey *

             and seek their food from God.
23         The sun rises, and they slip away *
             and lay themselves down in their dens.

24         People go forth to their work *
             and to their labor until the evening.
25         O LORD, how manifold are your works! *
 in wisdom you have made them all;

    the earth is full of your creatures.

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit*

                As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
A Second Reading  may be added here.

Prayers for God’s Creation & God’s Creatures

(the prayers may be led by a deacon, or if there is none, a lay person)

Deacon:
Dear friends in Christ, in the spirit of our brother, blessed Francis of Assisi, let us pray.

People:
Most high omnipotent, good Lord, to you be ceaseless praise outpoured, and blessing without measure.  Let creatures all give thanks to you, and serve in great humility. 
Deacon:
That it may please you to grant favorable weather, temperate rain and fruitful seasons, that there may be food and drink for all your creatures,

People:
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Deacon:
That it may please you to open our eyes to the joy and beauty of your creation, and to see your presence in your works.

People:
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

Deacon:
That it may please you to look with favor upon all who care for the earth, the water and the air, that the riches of your creation may abound for all your

              creatures, from age to age,

People:
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Deacon:
That it may please you to make us faithful stewards of your creation, caring for the earth, air, seas and all the creatures that live in them.

People:
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

Deacon:
That it may please you to make us aware of our responsibility to all your creatures and to be faithful in caring for them.

People:
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Deacon:
That it may please you to forgive our waste and pollution of your creation and to strengthen us to heal its wounds.

People:
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

Deacon:
That it may please you to remember all animals in captivity, who are hunted, trapped, deserted, abused, or exploited that by our actions they may find safety and homes of loving care.

People:
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.
Deacon:
That it may please you to remember those animals who have died that have been special or dear to us that they may rejoice in the new creation of your Kingdom. 

People:
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord.

Presider: Let us name with thanksgiving those animals for which we now care who are at home… 

             Let us name with thanksgiving those animals that have companioned us over   

             the years, and that have died…

            And remember in silence the unnamed, unknown animals whose lives have  

             benefited our own…

Presider:

  Holy God: not a sparrow falls without your attention; nothing dies that is lost to your remembrance; nothing exists that comes to being without your love. Give us just and compassionate hearts that we may serve your will for creation, holding the vision of your peaceable reign in which all shall live with you eternally, through the risen One, Christ our Savior. Amen.
This confession of sin and absolution may be offered.

Presider: Let us confess our sins against our fellow creatures to God.

All: 

God of compassion, have mercy upon us; forgive us for our mistreatment 

and neglect of the creatures with whom we share this garden earth, for 

what we have done to harm them, and for what we have left undone to help 

them; we are truly sorry and fully repent, and we ask you to fill us 

with your Spirit, that we may care for one another, and for all your 

creatures, according to your will and in the fullness of your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

If a priest is present, the absolution is given as follows

Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

If no priest is present, the Presider uses the preceding form and 

substitutes "us" for "you" and "our" for "your".

The blessing of the animals

Presider: It is the priestly work of all God’s people to give thanks for God’s blessings to us, to ask for and lend assistance for all in need, and to stretch our hands to heal and to cherish creatures of God; this is our work of blessing. I invite you to bring forward the animals entrusted to your care, one by one, and to join me in the laying on of hands and in prayer.

The animals are blessed individually by name by the presider using these or other words: 

Fellow creature, friend and companion;

may God your creator and preserver

bless, defend, heal, and keep you, 

this day and always. Amen.

(naming aloud our animals at home… we pray in unison:)

Fellow creature, friend and companion;

may God your creator and preserver

bless, defend, heal, and keep you

this day and always. Amen.
Presider: Let us pray:

   God of manifold blessings,

   source of all that is good and true and holy:

   raise us up to see the world through your eyes

   so that with the eyes of our heart enlightened,

   we may treasure each creature

   alive with your Spirit and touched by your creative hand;

   and may the blessing of this bountiful God,

   who creates, redeems, and sanctifies,
   be upon us now and for ever. Amen.

Or animals may be blessed collectively using this prayer:

Presider:

                        Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all things and giver of all life, let your blessing be upon these and all animals. May our relationships with them mirror your love, and may our care for them follow the example of your bountiful mercy. Grant the animals health and peace. Strengthen us to love and care for them as we strive, like God’s servant Francis of Assisi, to imitate Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

(And if desired this prayer may be said:) 

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis

Presider         Lord, make us instruments of your peace.

People        Where there is hatred, let us sow love;

Presider
       Where there is injury, pardon;

People
       Where there is doubt, faith;

Presider
       Where there is despair, hope;

People
       Where there is darkness, light;

Presider
       Where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, Grant that we may

People
       not so much seek to be consoled as to console;

Presider 
       To be understood as to understand;

People
       To be loved as to love.

Presider 
       For it is in giving that we receive;

People
       It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

Presider
       And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen

The Final Blessing (From St. Clare)

Presider
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always. Amen

A hymn may be sung.

The Dismissal

Presider
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All

Thanks be to God.

