Additional readings & resources for St. Francis Day with the blessing of animals

Genesis 1:20-22a, 24-26a,31a

‘God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.”  So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind.  And God saw that it was good.  And God blessed them.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind, cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so.  And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make humankind”.  And God blessed them.

God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very good.’ 

Wisdom 11:24-12:1

For you love all things that exist,  and detest none of the things that you have made,  for you would not have made anything if you had hated it.  How would anything have endured if you had not willed it?  Or how would anything not called forth by you have been preserved?  You spare all things, for they are yours, O Lord, you who love the living. For your immortal spirit is in all things.
Job 12:7,8b,10a

‘But ask the animals, and they will teach you;

the birds of the air, and they will tell you;

…and the fish of the sea will declare to you.

In his hand is the life of very living thing…

Matthew 6:25-26

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear.  Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 

Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
   ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

Psalm 104: 24-25, 27-28, 30-31

‘O Lord, how manifold are your works!

In wisdom you have made them all;

The earth is full of your creatures.

Yonder is the sea, great and wide,

Creeping things innumerable are there,

Living things, both small and great.

These all look to you

To give them their food in due season;

When you open your hand,

They are filled with good things.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created;

And you renew the face of the ground.

May the glory of the Lord endure forever…’

Canticle: The Song of Creation Part II
Let the earth glorify the Lord, *
sing praise and give honor for ever.
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, and all that grows upon the earth,*
sing praise and give honor for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, *
O whales and all that move in the waters.

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, *
sing praise and give honor for ever. Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, *
and all you flocks and herds.

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, *
sing praise and give honor for ever.
Additional materials:

    A Prayer of St. Basil

Enlarge within us the sense of fellowship

with all living things,

our brothers the animals to whom you gave the earth

as their home in common with us.

We remember with shame that in the past

we have exercised the high dominion of humans

with ruthless cruelty,

so that the voice of the earth

which should have gone up to you in song

has been a groan of travail.

May we realize that they live, not for us alone,

but for themselves, and for you,

and that they love the sweetness of life.

We pray through our Savior Jesus Christ

who lifts up and redeems us all. Amen.
A reading from Meister Eckhart, 13th century Christian mystic:
Apprehend God in all things,

for God is in all things.

Every single creature is full of God,

and is a book about God.

Every creature is a word of God.

If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature-

even a caterpillar-

I would never have to prepare a sermon,
so full of God

is every creature. 

 A Reading from St. Isaac the Syrian:
   This is a charitable heart:

   It is a heart burning with love for the whole creation,

   for humans, for the birds, for the beasts, for the demons –

   for all creatures. [One] who has such a heart cannot see

   or call to mind a creature without [having] eyes being filled 

   with tears by reason of the immense compassion which seizes 

   the heart; a heart which is softened and can no longer bear

   to see or learn from others of any suffering, even the smallest

   pain, being inflicted on a creature.

   …That is why such a [person] never ceases to pray also

   for the animals…that they may be preserved and purified.

   [This person] will even pray for the reptiles, moved by

   the infinite pity which reigns in the hearts of those who are

   becoming united with God.

A reading from Fyodor Dostoevsky
Love all God’s creation, the whole of it and every grain of sand, love every leaf, every ray of God’s light; love the animals, love the plants, love everything. If you love everything, you will perceive the divine mystery in all things. And once you have perceived it, you will begin to comprehend it ceaselessly, more and more every day. And you will at last come to love the whole world with an abiding, universal love. Love the animals: God has given them the rudiments of thought and untroubled joy. Do not, therefore, trouble it, do not torture them, do not deprive them of their joy, do not go against God’s intent.

A Hymn of praise: “All creatures of the earth and sky” 

[Sung to tune “All creatures of our God and King” Hymnal 400]


Music: Lasst uns erfreuen


adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)


Words by: Jennifer Brown, New Haven, CT., October 7, 2008

All creatures of the earth and sky,

Lift up your voice to heaven on high,

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,

And worship God in humbleness,

Sing Praises! Alleluia

Sing Praises! Alleluia, Alleluia.

Birds of the air on fleeting wing

Herald the day and timely sing.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Great is your beauty, sweet your song

Awesome your patterns when you throng.

Sing Praises! Alleluia!

Sing Praises! Alleluia, Alleluia.

Canine companions true and brave

Working for human lives you save

Sing Praises! Alleluia!

Greet us with joy when we come home

Stay, loyal true and never roam.

Sing Praises! Alleluia!

Sing Praises! Alleluia, Alleluia.

Ye feline friends with fur so soft

Purr in contentment, spring aloft

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Steady of gaze as if in trance

Playing with string and lights that dance

Sing Praises! Alleluia!

Sing Praises! Alleluia, Alleluia.

Without condition they love us 

Giving affection, joy and trust

Sing Praises, Alleluia

Open our eyes to see thy hand,

In every creature small or grand.

Sing Praises! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

All creatures of this planet earth

Safe habitat their right by birth

Alleluia! Alleluia!

May we be loving stewards of

All God’s creation made in love

Sing Praises! Alleluia!

Sing Praises! Alleluia, Alleluia.
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